






stock or domestic uses from insh·eam or groundwater sources. In 2013, the Montana 

Legislature created a process to file claims for existing water rights that were exempt 

from filing in the statewide water right adjudication. Section 85-2-222(2), MCA. 

3. The Montana Water Court has jurisdiction to enter a Preliminary Decree for the

Missouri River Between Musselshell River and Fort Peck Dam - Basin 40E pursuant to 

Title 85, Chapter 2, Montana Code Annotated. Arizona v. San Carlos Apache Tribe, 463 

U.S. 545, 103 S.Ct. 3201, 77 L.Ed.2d 837 (1983); State ex rel. Greely v. Conj Salish &

Kootenai Tribes, 219 Mont. 76, 712 P.2d 754 (1985). 

4. These Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and abstracts define existing

water rights under Montana law in Basin 40E and comprise a Preliminary Decree in 

accordance with§ 85-2-231, MCA, and Rule 4, W.R.Adj.R. 

DA TED this 7th day of October, 2020. 
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