
Granite County
Town of Drummond 
public open house

October 3, 2023

• Agenda:

• What are floodplain maps and 
why are they important

• Existing community floodplain 
maps

• Current project 

• Questions & Discussion

• Development and Regulations

• Next steps

• One-on-one sessions



PROJECT PARTNERS

FLOODPLAIN MAPPING PROGRAM    

Granite County &

Town of Drummond

City of Missoula & Missoula County 

Department of Natural

Resources and Conservation

Federal Emergency

Management Agency

DNRC Contractors: 

Topography/LiDAR – Quantum Spatial

Survey Work–  Bathymetric survey-DOWL

  Structure Survey- Pioneer technical 

Hydrology-  USGS    

 and Pioneer Technical

Hydraulic Analysis and Floodplain Mapping 

Morrison & Maierle – Allied Engineering

Rock Creek 

Bitterroot

Clark Fork



IDENTIFYING RISK THROUGH MAPPING
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2011 Flooding



Floodplain Maps 
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs)

Used for various purposes
• Local floodplain regulations
• Local planning (growth and development)
• Emergency Managers
• Sanitarians
• Mortgage companies
• Flood Insurance Premiums

Need updating
• New data available
• Change in the area

FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAPS
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GRANITE COUNTY FLOODPLAIN MAPS

FLOODPLAIN MAPPING PROGRAM    

Study information
Clark Fork River 
• Study conducted in 1979
Rock Creek
• Study conducted in 1975 
• Used aerial photographs from 

1972 flooding to determine 
the floodplain
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REPORTS

FLOODPLAIN MAPPING PROGRAM    





Preliminary FEMA Floodplain Maps & Study

Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps and 
Study:
  - 100-year Floodplain (1% annual chance) 
  - Floodway (within 100-year floodplain)

  - 500-year Floodplain (0.2% annual chance)

   - Flood Elevations



RESOURCES

FLOODPLAIN MAPPING PROGRAM    

Project website

https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-
Resources/Floodplains/Floodplain-
Mapping-Updates/Missoula-Granite-
Floodplain-Maps-Updates 

https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-Resources/Floodplains/Floodplain-Mapping-Updates/Missoula-Granite-Floodplain-Maps-Updates
https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-Resources/Floodplains/Floodplain-Mapping-Updates/Missoula-Granite-Floodplain-Maps-Updates
https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-Resources/Floodplains/Floodplain-Mapping-Updates/Missoula-Granite-Floodplain-Maps-Updates
https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-Resources/Floodplains/Floodplain-Mapping-Updates/Missoula-Granite-Floodplain-Maps-Updates
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IDENTIFYING RISK THROUGH MAPPING
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IDENTIFYING RISK THROUGH MAPPING
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Questions? Discussion



FLOODPLAIN REGULATIONS

Granite County and Town of 
Drummond have floodplain 
regulations that regulate 
development within the 100-
year floodplain.

Floodplain permits are 
required for any manmade 
activities including 
construction and 
modifications to existing 
structures.



FLOOD INSURANCE 

FLOODPLAIN MAPPING PROGRAM    

Flood insurance is mandatory for buildings 
with a federally backed loan in a high-risk 
flood zone.

Flood insurance is not mandatory in a lower 
risk zone but is highly recommended. 
Lenders can always require insurance in any 
zone.

Flood insurance is the best form of 
personal risk management and is an 
important form of economic protection 
against flooding.





TENTATIVE PROJECT SCHEDULE
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NEXT STEPS

FLOODPLAIN MAPPING PROGRAM    

•Begin reviewing the data
•Prepare for formal 90-day 
appeal and comment period

•Sometime late 2023 to early 2024

•Check project website or with 
community for appeal period 
updates



National Flood Insurance 
Program Coordinator and 

Community Assistance 
Traci Sears

TSears@mt.gov 
(406) 444-6654

Floodplain Mapping Specialists

 Nadene Wadsworth
Nadene.Wadsworth@mt.gov 

(406) 444-6732

Hannah Shultz
Hannah.Shultz2@mt.gov 

(406) 444-0599

One-on-One  
  sessions

mailto:Nadene.Wadsworth@mt.gov
mailto:Nadene.Wadsworth@mt.gov
mailto:Nadene.Wadsworth@mt.gov
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