
Floodplain Mapping Update:
Mineral County Floodplain Mapping Project 

February 18 – St. Regis | February 19 – Superior | March 19 – Alberton
Public Informational Meetings



Who is Involved

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES & CONSERVATION
Tiffany Lyden
Mapping Outreach Specialist
Nadene Wadsworth
Mapping Outreach Specialist
Traci Sears
MT National Flood Insurance Program Coordinator
Larry Schock
Regional Civil Engineering Specialist

Doug Brugger
Civil Engineering Specialist
Worby McNamee
Floodplain Specialist

MINERAL COUNTY 
Andy Short        Candis Hampton
County Environmental Health & Planning

TOWN OF SUPERIOR 

DOWL
Greg Gabel
Project Manager



Identifying Risk Through Mapping



Flood Insurance Rate Maps

 Indicate areas of flood risk

 Used for various purposes
 Local floodplain regulations
 Flood insurance premiums
 Financing/Mortgages 
 Local emergency planning

 Need periodic updating



Mineral County - Existing Floodplain Maps

 1978 Flood Hazard Boundary Maps (by HUD)
 1996 - converted to FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps

 Coarse Mapping
 Floodplain Approximate  “Zone A” Designations

Based on information from the 70s 



Town of Superior - Existing Floodplain Map

 1975 Flood Hazard Boundary Map
 Coarse Mapping
 Floodplain Approximate  “Zone A” Designation

 2003 & 2007 Clark Fork Map Revisions
 2012 Flat Creek Flood Study 
 2015 Flat Creek Map Revision 



Mineral County Floodplain Mapping Update 



Draft Maps – ready for review

Draft Maps:
• Represent study results of 

100 year Floodplain (1% 
annual chance)

• Will be used to produce 
Preliminary FEMA Maps 



Public Review www.floodplain.mt.gov/mineral



www.floodplain.mt.gov/mineral

Draft Maps – Ready for review



Draft Maps – Ready for review
www.floodplain.mt.gov/mineral



www.floodplain.mt.gov/mineral

Draft Maps – Superior area



www.floodplain.mt.gov/mineral

Draft Maps – Ready for review



www.floodplain.mt.gov/mineral

Current Maps



www.floodplain.mt.gov/mineral

Proposed Changes

Floodplain Changes
Removed:       3416 acres
Added:              921 acres
No Change:    5229 acres



Identify Your Flood Risk
www.floodplain.mt.gov/mineral

Know where your property or structure is in relation to 
the draft floodplain boundaries and flood risk zones

High-risk area  

Moderate-risk area

Low-risk area

View the draft maps at home:
www.floodplain.mt.gov/mineral

http://www.floodplain.mt.gov/mineral


Informational Materials
www.floodplain.mt.gov/mineral



Development Regulations

Mineral County and Superior have floodplain 
regulations that regulate development 
activity within the 100-year floodplain.

Floodplain regulations include permits for 
new construction as well as certain 
modifications to existing structures.

New residential construction must be 
elevated two feet above the flood elevation. 
New commercial construction must be flood-
proofed or elevated two feet above the flood 
elevation. 

Improvements to an existing structure greater than 50% 
of a structure’s market value (a Substantial Improvement) 
require the entire structure to be brought into compliance 
with the regulation requirements.



Flood Insurance Requirements 

If your structure is in a high-risk zone, 
your lender may require you to 
purchase flood insurance. 

If your structure is in a lower-risk 
zone, flood insurance is not 
mandatory, but it is recommended. 

Landowners can purchase flood 
insurance to protect their assets.  

Renters can buy flood insurance for 
their contents. 



Fall 2019
Draft floodplain 
maps produced 

Summer 2020 (est.) 
Preliminary FEMA 

Maps produced Fall 2020 (est.)
FEMA Appeal and 
Comment Period

Early 2021 (est.)
Appeals and 

Comments resolved

Late 2021 (est.)
New FEMA maps 
become effective

Mid 2021 (est.)
New FEMA 

maps finalized

90 days

2016 - 2018
Technical data 
collected and 

analyzed

Feb/Mar 2020
Public Open Houses

for draft maps

Tentative Project Schedule



Who You Can Speak With

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES & CONSERVATION
Tiffany Lyden
Mapping Outreach Specialist
Nadene Wadsworth
Mapping Outreach Specialist
Traci Sears
MT National Flood Insurance Program Coordinator
Larry Schock
Regional Civil Engineering Specialist

Doug Brugger
Civil Engineering Specialist
Worby McNamee
Floodplain Specialist

MINERAL COUNTY 
Andy Short 
County Environmental Health & Planning

TOWN OF SUPERIOR 

DOWL
Greg Gabel
Project Manager



Thank you 
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