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‘Alan MJkkéJsen‘

Secretary ‘ _
Jolnt Beard of Control

Route 1

Box 56
St. lgnatius, MT 59865

Dear Mr, "Mikkelsen:

As Chairman of the Reserved Water Rights Compact Commisslon's negotiating team
for the negotliations with the Confederated Salish and Kootenal Trites, 1 would
ke fo extend an Invitation to you and your board to mee* with the
negotiaTing team In the near future to dlscuss mat+ers of mutual ccncern., [+
I's apparent to me that a lack of ccmmunication between the Ccmmission and the
JoInt Bcard has lead to a good deal of unnecessary friction between the two
organizaticns. - The Commission wishes to open and malntaln the llnes of
communication with  the Joint Beard so- that as our negotlations resume and
progress we will be fully advised of the Irrigatcrs' concerns and positions on
the - Issues. : : '

"I remaln pe:scné1lyvcsnvtnéed thet a compact wlth the Flathead Tribes Is nct

feasible If it fails fto make a satlsfactory allcwance for the Trrigators'
Interests, Flease let me kncw If the Joint Board wlshes to open a dialogue
with. us tc assure that we understand what those Interests are, We would
prefer to meet here In Helena, but would be wllllng to meet up In the Flathead
If that Is ycur preference. A date In January would allow us to report back
to the Commission at Its next meeting. | lock. forward to hearing from you,
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