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^ ^ ^ 1 F igure 11

j&jHJ^^H INTERBASIN TRANSFER or POTENTIAL INTERBASIN GROUNDWATER AFFECT I

^ ( V ^ ^ ^ H ~ Claim # POD Basin POU Basin S/G Owner (s) Name & Address 1

igH^^n 175700-00 421 39FJ G Shell Oil Co, I
t n l l ^ ^ H P.O. Box 831 I
Wl^^M Houston, Texas 77001 I
Ml^^B 175699 4ZL 39F0 G Shell Oil Co. , I
Wjj^^m P.O. Box 831 I
M ^ ^ H Houston, Texas 77001 I

M^^^H 1
WJj^^M 174036 39FJ 39E & G Wiman, P a t r i c i a A & I
f H | 39F0 Kenneth B I
^ J l ^ ^ n r BOX H I
iM^^m[ Baker, Montana 59313 I
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N^^^^^^^H ; ! » r ' " 1 ' - - ' - ' l ' " - " t ? " ' ^ V t " > ••"•••'• - •• H^^B

^ j^^^H ! IK THE WATER COURTS OF THE STATE OP MONTANA i ^ H
= ̂ BHB I YELLOWSTONE DIVISION f « •
^ ^ ^ H \ LITTLE BEAVER CREEK BASIN (39PJ) « ME j^^^H | ************************ ^ |H|
^ ^ ^ H I NOTICE OF ENTRY OF TEMPORARY PRELIMINARY DECREE AND 1 H
i^^^H I NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY j WM
* ^ ^ ^ B I Qince vou have filed a claim for a water right existing ] jto
^ ^ ^ H I KOf«?i iniv l 1973, we are sending with this Notice your < "M

1 H | I dOCU;hi6*Notice is being sent to others as required in 85-2-232 j •

<^^^H W H A T I S A T E M P O R A R Y P R E L I M I N A R Y D E C R E E . . . . I fl
^ ^ H A Temporary Preliminary Decree decides the water rights in H
^ ^ ^ B the Little Beaver Creek Basin and lists those water rights. H
^ ^ B If vou aon^f agree with what it decides as to your right or | Hj
^ ^ H anv other water right which may affect your water right claims, - H
•H you may file an objection, request % ^ ? ^ and the Water , «
^ ^ ^ ^ B rourts will hear it. See the general Findings of Fact ana ^m
W^m ' Conclusions of Law for further explanation of your right. H

| ̂ ^ H 1 A water right in the Temporary Preliminary Decree remains M

^ H , Sf SBStS-t ̂ r^g^hr^^^r^! So e e £ •
JHH I ^ " H I S T l l NO^OBJECTED TO, IT SHALL REMAIN UNCHANGED AND J
^H^^B I BE ENTERED IN THE FINAL DECREE. ^ ^ 1
l ^ ^ H I HOW YOU FILE AN OBJECTION AND REQUEST A HEARING j •
^ ^ H 1 An objection must be filed on the forms P r o v l ^ d

f ^ n ^ r e •
| ^ ^ H 1 Watercourts. The offices where these forms can be found are MM
^ M : I liBt^l°^tiLsfmusiSbe°filed and -ceived by thel^ day of •

I ^ ^ ^ H - I «»„ , 1985. Objections must be sent to the Montana V
^ ^ m fee^ateTcourts, P.O. Box 879, Bozeman, MT 59715. • H

I ' ^ ^ ^ K CAN YOU GET AN EXTENSION? •
- ^ ^ m Extension for filing objections may be granted by the Water M

I ̂ ^ M ' • Judge. Requests must be received by the Water Courts on or «
I j ^ ^ ^ H _ I before the lfl±hday of Ma^ -> •L!'0D' U b e • •

. ^^^^^B newspapers. ! *̂ H
'•' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ | !' • • - ^ ^ H

^ ^ ^ ^ H I (Over Please) | - ^ B

4^^^^^^H ! - " .'̂ B̂

f^^^^BIB "' i^B
l̂ ^^^B ^ ' IH



r—i
j^^^^H FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW) FOR THE M
«HHH LITTLE BEAVER CREEK BASIN : II
^ ^ ^ H See it at: ll
••^^H 1. Water Courts Office, P.O. Box 879, Bozeman, HT 59715 II
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H 2. Department of Natural Resources, Water Rights Bureau, 32 M
^^ ^ ^ ^ H South Ewing, Helena, MT 59620 i U
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H 3. Department of Natural Resources Field Office, Main and ' W
JB^^HI Prairie Streets, Box 276, Miles City, HT 59301 i •
'MV^^H i 4. Clerk of the Court, Carter County, Ekalaka, MT 59324 <*•
' ^ ^ ^ ^ H | ' 5. Clerk and Recorder, Carter County, Ekalaka, MT 59324 W
JH^^H. i 6. Clerk of the Court, Fallon County, Baker, MT 59313 M
^^^^Bm "-••——--••••••••—•----] 7. Clerk and Recorder, Fallon County, Baker, MT 59313 \ - flSKHV I
^^^^^B Microfilm of the existing water rights claimed and the •
B^^^Hi i abstract as reviewed by DNRC at: fl
fl^^^l I 1. Water Courts Office, P.O. Box 879, Bozeman, MT 59715 •
.•^^^^1 2. Department of Natural Resources, Water Rights Bureau, •
j^^^Hl V 32 South Ewing, Helena, MT 59620 •
^^^^^B 3. Department of Natural Resources, Field Office, Main and fl
^ ^ ^ ^ B Prairie Streets, Box 276, Miles City, MT 59301 i •
I^^^^B . 4. Clerk of the Court, Fallon County, Baker, MT 59313 . •:̂ B̂ :,'' . ' . . - . - • ̂  fl
^^^^^^H 1) You can buy a copy of the Temporary Preliminary Decree at ^k
J^^^^^k > the Department of Natural Resources, Water Rights Bureau, 32 j •
a^^^^H South Ewing, Helena, MT 59620. V
fl|^|B_ -^-f- r-r Any questions? Call the Water Courts Office at (406) - — — M

^^^H( :-} J- ^ 586-4364. f , M
j^^^^m -> V AFTER OBJECTIONS ARE FILED V ^
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H :: ; After the time for filing objections has passed, the Water ' ; ; ^M
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B j . Courts will notify each party named in the Decree that hearings •
^^^^H li : have been requested and set a date for all interested parties to •
4^^^^^B t notify the Water Courts of their intent to participate in any of «fl
^^^^^H 1 1 those hearings. ^B
A ^ ^ ^ ^ H ''•• . \ • . m

l^^^^m f V THE WATER COURT RULES AND FORMS CAN BE FOUND AT THE OFFICES •
^ ^ ^ ^ 1 . LISTED BELOW; •
^ ^ ^ ^ H v 1. Water Courts Office, P.O. Box 879, Bozeman, MT 59715 •
j^^^^Hf .'•;""•. 2. Clerk of the Court, Carter County, Ekalaka, MT 59324 , m
/^H^^K ; 3. Clerk of the Court, Fallon County, Baker, MT 59313 M
-v^^^^HA :1::V i' : DATED this 31st day of Jan. . 1985. .. f*~ •

••-•••- i ^ ^ ^ K UJLxJJk :..-••••,,. 1 . ._ . . WT W. LESSLEX ^ ^ "̂̂  / ... V
: . ^ ^ ^ ^ H .:! ••!i .:-:\-\: .... I Chief Water Judge / I M

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ M •;,•/"•""• | Montana State Water Courts / f s •

^ ^ H ; ^ge 2. j .....••• I• ! I JL__J
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• I î K l i f r R ••••••• •-• • • •', . ' '•• •" • ":•: ;-'••: • r . < v " •''•'•"• "}• r•';' • • •••:) ' <•<•: ' • • > ' • ' ' "" SafJ^^M

I H ^ ^ H VOOM . . .' • • • T1 -t : • •' - i . ' • ••('' ' l l i ^ ^ ^ H



fl T-; ̂ ' J
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ I IN THE WATER COURTS OP THE STATE OF MONTANA fl
^^•^B j YELLOWSTONE DIVISON fl

•_.^^ ^ ^ H "• i LITTLE BEAVER CREEK BASIN , V

M M • • .. • ...-j * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * tofertMw* * * * ;; ^TB
^3^^^HB IN THE MATTER OF THE ADJUDICATION ) «[
^^^•1 0 F THE EXISTING RIGHTS TO THE USE ) l*eb,eertH,tfttttl»ir«trww>tto ^ ' M
gftj^^HV I OF ALL THE WATER, BOTH SURFACE AND ) «Mch the certificate is affixed fsVbtt* V •
Slh^L^L^H UNDERGROUND, WITHIN THE L I T T L E ) cemct Md compared copy ofthe oritinji i ' •
W^^^^K BEAVER CREEK DRAINAGE AREA, INCLUD- ) ea fHe in the office of the Clerk of the ' ' •
fflfttf^^^^B ' ING ALL TRIBUTARIES OF THE LITTLE ) MMerCourb. ) ; j B
L I ^ ^ ^ ^ V , BEAVER CREEK IN CARTER AND FALLON ) Witness my hand and the seal of the ' , ; B
SwfflBHH - ; COUNTIES, MONTANA. ) « t̂er Couits of the State or Montana thb j - f f i

^ a ^ H •>/ I — ) ̂ *«^fm^Hj£^ ^'-^k-j-MfM
^^•^»_ :..,-^... .-,... .. . ... . . ... ...... tUu^t ' WTf^WTm
WfK^K ORDER cieri/of the Water OwiT" | ; ; •
im^^^^^H - After having reviewed the Water Master's Report of existing ' ' v •

fflJj^E^^^m -;''' •"•'••/v'; I rights in the L i t t l e Beaver Creek, the Court finds that the ' 7 fl

QII I ^ ^ ^ ^ H ;;';:.. vv Report meets the requirements for the Temporary Preliminary v :rC •
^ / ^ ^ ^ H ^M"V- • , • . " .P ; ^ . ^ T ^ - B
» W | ^ ^ ^ H ^ - Decree set forth in 85-2-231(1) MCA 1978. The Court, being • VV v ^ •

B j j ^ ^ ^ V "";-'#.:''''.' < / " , M
»C0^^^^^H % ̂  ; 1 satisfied with the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law . " o! v v qH
W ^ ^ ^ l # ; v ^ \ : . v i j . . .' ^^•'••^•••• ;1..- : •
M i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H 4-~~r̂ ---̂ ,̂| .contained..in the Report, hereby - . ••-.•:. .'^-.Ju,..^^^^- 1 H
- ^ n l ^ ^ ^ ^ H t -:>f-̂ •̂ !;-•'•:;'''M; ORDERS that the Water Master's Report (attached herein) and •••;.•,;• ;.[;'Vv;->:^y:''P^: 'fl
^^H^^B ;̂ % ̂  il the abstracts of the individual water rights in the Little ' • '••:;r:i$f$L^::;$'$-'ii^M
S m ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H r r^;^ JC Beayer Creek Basin be adopted as the Temporary Preliminary :-';̂ ;-\.\-'£̂ .iw'"•

S l y ^ ^ ^ ^ H Iteii H i Decree of that Basin pursuant to Section 85-2-231(3) MCA 1978. :$ ̂ yJ^Sp JKL

tt^^H ^l,i||':. "••• DATED this 30^ day of /q^ruyc^u^ 1985. >\-;':W *'••'-:-v" *$£•* H

! . 8 B j j ^ ^ ^ ^ H •-^^•'t-.^-> . W.W. LESSLEY, / ••••̂••" V ^ M - W ; ^ ̂ H

[fpil^^^lB lppf''^i;;-; Chief Water Judge 7 •,/'.'><' t •'^:;':;%>&^& •

•lL_.......... " ~ agg
'•iVt : .. • ••• • • ̂ 'Ij

; • & • : • < : . ' '• .-..••. 'r'::ym



• ^ I B i •••'!-'S^^--'
|! • ! .•••• yS-:--'1

< C — a [ ^ H H ' . | IN THE WATER COURTS OF TEE STATE OB' MONTANA ^iJ
j^^^^H I YELLOWSTONE DIVISION { I

ij : ^ ^ • J B 1 LITTLE BEAVER CREEK A
''••" ' l ^ ^ H B ^ B ••• ' •-•'•• i * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ' .• ; . a

' H ^ S B 1 I N THB MATTER OF THE ADJUDICATION ) ; - I
:•!;• • H H H 1 0 F THE EXISTING RIGHTS TO THE USE ) •'•' . ; v C ' U S I

flHB^H 1 OF ALL THE WATER, BOTH SURFACE AND ) ^ " ;; I
f ffiHH I UNDERGROUND, WITHIN THE LITTLE ) i v̂  '

<J^9^H I BEAVER CREEK DRAINAGE AREA, INCLUD- ) ' I
JBHHI ^ 1 ING ALL TRIBUTARIES OF THE LITTLE ) I *
mMmBBm l 1 BEAVER CREEK IN CARTER AND FALLON ) 1 .••• .-'•::.••-m-:v •

I COUNTIES, MONTANA. ) "'^ 7 ^ ppT

REPORT OF THE WATER MASTER ON THE ^r^^W^^ [
S.*$ ̂ ^ • ^ B s&&(^:^: ' i LITTLE" BEAVER CREEK BASIN . . . :;'^S$i^|f "i
'"'̂  ^fll^^H ^^ii^'-'S'^i This R eP o r t is submitted to the Honorable W. W. Lessley, '•' •^•W^r''l^0§h1, 1
• .:.7V . ^ ^ ^ ^ B .;^^$^'/Si:] Chief Water Judge, by Linda Hickman, Water Master for the Little •' • ^/^|";fS|f|i^ I
..''••'•':• ^^^^^Bfl 'lip;'^^'* : 7 • Beaver Creek Basin. , :.• : ' 0 % } ^ ^ : ^ 1

>&$. ^ ^ ^ B t - ^ f i ^ ' ' •"'•-•• V . - : ...; '••• F I N D I N G S O F F A C T . . -' ::p?^^SM ]

B l i ^ H • f i i i f c S " " - 1 : -••;••••• 1- Authorltyt0Aot :-ililsi
llgi I ^ ^ ^ V S|ii:3lryi •. : ThiB Decree Is issued by a Water Judge as authorized by ' "'[f3'^f;^^ 1
* i f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B ^ ^ S B v l y ' •„'-• •'•• Chapter 697, Session Laws 1979 (85-2-201) as amended. .. ' - •' • ^WM^ffT^

| p | ^ H ^ ^ ^ : S •• '^:;: ' -. •' • ' •.;:: •' 2- Description of Basin ... • -; ''W^^M, '

^^1s ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ • : ' i ^ ^ f e | ; ^ ^ P ^ • ; •:••'• Little Beaver Creek Basin lies in southeastern Fallon County . ' .;. '•'-M^^^^^^. /

^if" ^ ^ ^ H R -^m^M^M^:^ ' • •• • • â cl. mid to eastern Carter County. Fallon County was created, on • ;v'
; S^0§^^S: :;

|f!j|. ̂ ^^H|K ̂ ^B^^iW ' '•' December' 9, 1913 with Ekalaka serving as the' county, seat.' In' ,_.;/,':4;. :;J-^l^p% «

M i E ^ B ^ ^ B v .:J^fc5llifaL 1914, the county ?eat̂  was_ moved to Baker, and in 1917 a large =.;;; .._^Ml^S^^l

f.:̂lc!v ' J ^ ^ ^ ^ B li^^^^pii^-'- •'•'" ' ' • PO'ti011 of Fallon County was taken to form Carter County, with •. • •• •. ••JJ'; l^'^ifrelj^ 1

^0$: ̂ H B ^ H I ; 3^S^1^^|AI||SI V> Ekalaka being named as the county seat. Carter County was named :-:' W^^iflll'•'I
; '̂̂ ' l^K^^M- ~^^£$^W$^< ••• ' ' after Thomas Henry Carter, Montana's first Representative to ' .. ^^Hl^ll'1"

iBffii;; • ! lii
| I S ^ ^ ^ » ' ^ 7 % ' - ^ . '•'•'"' . . . : • - ' ... ., • '- •••• • , '' •.";V:-^ ,;••..'.:.. : t f c j | | I j |

l l f B B ^ I l - a , ^ : - • • • :•:-::'-;K•: •-• ;; .'";-:• : V . - \ w / ' - - /•; •• • .„/ , • ; / ^ ; : : : ^ S ^ S



' - i S V ' i f 1 _ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ M » i.T«ssB9e.;;::y.,-:J.12saw«t.'.':.;> " V • • _ ^ ^ • • • • - . . . • . . *

} Q ^ o w i ~ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ~ ' $ x z $ i $ i k ^ A t ' ' - '.- • • • • • - . ' . • - . . • ' • • ' • • ' •••'

• ^ S ' n ^ ^ ^ ^ B ^ T f—-^;-.:. =••• • ••••••. •: . • • • - • . r .

d J ^ ^ H • • - ' ^

- ,• ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f t • ! ' r r-

r rf&^^^H- :-^,vflr' .-I CongreBB and who later became a United States Senator. j -; •.-.-,.̂

M ^ ^ ^ 1 - ̂  Littie Beaver Creek Basin lies in the Great plains* The ! *'
| 5 | | ^ ^ H V||i;-::.V : cii«ate is continental with cold, dry winters and warm summers. . •" V ^

IS ̂ ^ H ft! The land if mostly flat, dotted by an occasional hill. There is ' t

S ^ ^ ^ B i| I one natural rock formation called Medicine Rocks. Medicine ".Cy?i
SllT^^H j£_̂ i\-_j Rocks consists of an area of large, rugged sandstone rocks J.^__2
Sl|; ̂ ^H^* ;|̂ pp̂ r"': • iiB.ng Qut of what iB otherwise flat ground. There'is a minimal "_. •', }.^:gv^
'Iffi m^M :W0^- " • -oust of water in the Basin. .The water which is available .is ' ••' ̂ %f^

9St{ m ^ H :iSlSS''/ . •used sparingly. Conservation techniques have been in practice .. \ - , y ̂ j^|g
| l ^ : « ^ H r i i ^ P ^ -••:],•. •- for some time -cmd promise/to continued to-be. practiced in the . .;•• — j.; ::J||:||f

i|8p j ^ ^ H -liiilft:^ ̂  'J •„ t. .'•••. "' • •• ••••.'••••• v - ' S i ^ ^ l
; i S ^ ' ' • ^ • ^ • i ; f ^ l * : - : ^ : | f ^ 1 - • •••-•• f u t u r e . • • ' , • ' • ' : • . . •••::::; :.::x£M.-m^

1 ^ ^ H P , ^ p S i l # ••!i ' Cattle were first brought into the area from Texas in the ;, K ^ ^ g i l i ^
S H v . j ^ H | ' ^ f l l y •' .-, ". 1800's. . During the, late 1800 's and the early 1900's,,the land y iy ̂  g > f «
l S i : « H f i l K f : 1̂ "••• . supported huge open cattle operations. The owners of the 'cattle • /z;\. .0^0.;
^ K ^ H H f -fcjl. 'SI-.- -•-- ranches were called Cattle Kings. This period of the Cattle^ y- ̂  J , ^ f||!

^ ? ^ ^ M |̂I|:;:1 , .Kings enae6 with the influx Of .homesteaders followed by several. • , .;V . p | | ^ ^ i

f^ J B B '^Xiy I dry vears which forced the Cattle Kings to reduce their herds. ; : ! p / 0 ^ ^

I^^^B ̂ IIK ' • • ̂ e area is largely agricultural today. Income from , . " , ' , ^ p g ^
^ © ] ^ ^ B / ^ ^ i ^ ! l | :•• ' ifveBtock and grain crops is about equal. Wheat, barley, oats ^ • •• ? | p | g p

m ^ • • • ^ K S P •••••• -a'corn are the crcps usually grown* The range land suk>ort8
 , - - V Y - 1 1 3 1

^ : / ^ M : f l P ^ ^ I • ':. cattle and sheep plus many .types of game animals. These include . . :}. ; ̂ ^ 0

B - H B - 9 ^ ^ • ' /"fi8hfant*ioperducksrsa9e9rouBerwhiteffiUle^rand^id ^{)Sww/i<
^ K > ^ ^ ^ B " ^ ^ ^ f c K S I • ' •• 'turkeys. . , , • - • • a-;-§|f | |
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ g ^ ^ ^ ^ f t - ^ - ^ - ^ " — T h e - f ± r B t " r a i l r r o a d - w a B ^ b u J ^ ^ i n - l S 0 . 8 _ . b y - J : h e _ j a ^ c a g o ^ . . • j ;. :_^^_.. ^ | | | ^
?^ '̂̂ ^H[ ̂ ^^pillll' M i l w a u k e e , - S t . P a u l a n d P a c i f i c R a i l r o a d C o m p a n y . T h e r e a r e .." •'"•./..• § ^ | ^ ^ .
Wm lHl"^teii8 ;':;;" gevetal paved highways'running through the Basin and many gravel ^ • | : . f | ^ |

^il^fS" ^ ^ ^ ^ B ' $$!$$!*$<•&> #$ roaas . . • . • :•'•-,A'••''/•'y^

$^W'^^^^ffi£:^y--ft$ . • - - . . • • • • • • • • • ^ p
..•••'•• « : i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B ' mkt^y''-^.,;•:••-•• - •• • • • : .^vv- 'v. '>fe
' ' - ' ;-^ j ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H : | s p # t . : • •« : : • - " • ' • • . •.:.- ":-.v;,:M.v..
^ ^ v . j ^ ^ ^ ^ B ^ | ^ ^ : . v > ; ^ . • ' \ V " . • • ._.., - - •••••—- — 7 ~-^ :.;;^r^M^

^ : c ^ | | k • ^ ^ ^ ^ H " ' ^ ^ ^ • ^ ' • • ' ' » ; > ' " ' ^ ^ ' ' • • • . • ' ' ' ' • • " • • • ' • • • . ' . I ' . : ' • ; • > * • ' • "- ̂ : ' . - e 1 ' . - • ; : •• , ••:'^-." v ^ l ^ v - ^ ' t l f e

^ f ^ f : I ^ B ^ ^ W " 1 - ^ i ^ - A j ^ , , . ' , ":'•••' . . . •• :•••'• " ' ' • '• •'• ' • ' * v: .- • ' * ' " ' " : j : > v ' l • • : ' ; : : C ' ' 3 ^ ^ ^ • • p * " ^ ^ - ^
' " • f e . v ^ S - ' t ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B . i ! ' " ; ^ ; . ' ' ';'- , - V •': ... ' i; .• . ' ••• • . • • • ' . - . . . . . . • • • • . : . •• ';.•.-'•,. '•'. .;' .;;••.• ••••• ;..• i--;fyr:;y;i:.

^ • # ^ ^ ^ ^ B M0X"' ^ : : - ; •«• . • V V'* ' ' • - • " ' - ^ > • . • • . . ' • • . • • • " ' • • • . ' : : • :-- • . - • . • , : ' - < : £ k & M $
t ? / . ' , S t ^ , v "• . - ' * . ; " I ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H L . .'•.•nJ.

1
Sr>i

i
i.".'- . " f

:
 • ' . ' •(•; • , • •• " V • . . • • ; \ . • •' • . ' • , • , • • • • , . • . - . • •• J . v ' f . v : - ;

1
. - •

^ ^ • • ^ P ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B - ^ - ^ ^ V ' ; • • • • • " • • • ; ' • " ' • l - ' ' ' • - • • • ' " ' ' ' ' • ' - • • ' '••'-• ' • * " • • • " • ' • • • - • • • ' • ^ S " ; > : > L : ^ '

j | ^ « i p ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ B B _ H i , l # ^ | £ - : ' . - : ' ' : • • : - • . . • • ••i;' . ' " ' ' • " • '• '• r .. .- • • • •" . •• '•'':"•••-:-.' "•'-,: ^ v . v X



•••'-•'••'•-* ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ K . •"!H.^.--Xi-m . :• •-.,J»..TSW.- - V . - y S ' '•"" & ̂

:;^>:'-', - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B ^ ^ ^ - ; # : -.• ••: • • . • . •••;,-:::-'\.f:*. 1

~ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ m n ^ ^ ' ' ' ' • • • ' ' • ' • • • • •• •"•••••'-• ••'••'•:H|
_ . _ « ^ ^ _ ^ . ^ . . ; . : , . . . . . . . . . .. ^ _ _ .

\ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ ; - , • : - • • • • , . . . • - • . . . . | ^

V ^ H ^ H . ; • • • %*•* • '"'-i • •- • i

, ^ ^ ^ ^ B ) I Part of the Custer National Forest lies in the southern part ; i J ̂

^ ^ ^ ^ B :/v of the Basin. This Forest was named for General George A.

' ̂ * ̂ ^ ^ B Custer and is part of an accumulation of what once were several

' ^ | ^ H small forest areas. The forest area has steep rugged cliffs, 'V?

''^^^^H ' , several open meadows and many wooded areas. : &

"~"~ ^ ^ ^ H • •^^=Tryj^--^ -— A total of 973 claims of existing water rights were filed """vS^'r^

' Jr ̂ ^^M .̂ '#̂ 'Ar-..h for stockwatering, domestic, irrigation and other uses. A map y jK'W
:0M ^ ^ ^ H fmmy0^y'::\- • outlining the boundaries of this Basin is attached. • . yy.%^0

S S S ^ ^ ^ H • ̂ SSSA--^ r • •. ••-• 3. Water Right Owner - '•' . ... ;.' K;||I|M: '

t̂ fc ̂ ^ ^ B •̂ plSfe;;.-. Generally, the Court issues a water right to the • . •./ .. ' / 9 ^ ^ p '
l i i j ^ ^ H ^ : ^ ^ i S r - appropriator, who is usually the claimant. If there is evidence -̂,..4 ̂ ^ ^ ^ !

flyi^^Mr ̂ S|jS5 ̂ " that 'a' change" of "'ownership' has "occurred, '̂ •" C w T r " n ^ « T ^ E r ^ ~ ^ ^ ^ j ^ ^

^ ^HR lft|R# : f .. ' tigh t in t h e n a m e of t h e n e w o w n e r . If a c h a n g e h a s o c c u r r e d ^ ' ••,,••• ^ ^ g ^ '

Wm^^K-W^&-S&-[ : and the Court was not informed, the correct, name can be added at - - ̂ :^|^|^

iSSfe : ^ ^ ^ H ' ,S^S^-?;:-;. . '• a-later date. :; • V "0SJM '
lW;«^^B. W8£MWU • A water right transfer certificate is -constructive notice • -^lg!§f,4

^ ^ ^ • ^ P p i S - ' - • ' " °* the content thereof" and failure to file a tranSfet d ° e S nOt • ••'• •:. S ^
I S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B r ' ^ ^ B f e " affect the actual transfer of water. 85-2-423 et. seq. MCA.-' - . ..: | | | ^ «

^ . ^ ^ B ^ ^ ^ l f e • :.-... When a transfer certificate is received i>y the Water Courts . ....;; '' ; | ^ » ^

^ 8 ^ ^ B J P ^ ^ P ^ ' ' V ' after a'preliminary Decree... has been̂  issued, the original- owner's ̂  S | ̂ ^^m
- ^ p ^ ^ ^ ^ B ^ ^ ^ ^ p f i p ^ ' name is retained, A' remark is added, listing the new 'owner's ;;;...,- '/ / •, ̂ ^ ^ 1

I ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ K j ^ ^ ^ P ^ ^ - . ____̂  __namê  aP provided'-by the transfer certificate. ^ ...:l:.J^.::.J....-.lj:^^m^
^ S ^ ^ ^ ^ v ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ t •' •• ••••. s ° m e w a t e r r i 9 h t s a r e c i a i m e a b y m ° r e t h a n ° n e p e r s o n o n •••. • ' v i l ^ ^ '

^R'^^Ht ;|̂ teiWiSf ' -' separate claim forms. When both claimants insist on ownership, : [•• . '' ; , ' ; ; j | | § ^ '
f ^ ' i l - ^ ^ ^ K l l « W ) g . : : V , e a c h i s d e c r eed the right but a remark is added to each-decree „ :. ^ . M ^

^'.^•v^tefe^:. • noting the conf l ic t . , •-,: • ^ $ ^

f S ^ i ^ ^ H 1 0 S ^ W £ & ^ • ' '• • ' :. "•••• ? ^ f l i l ^
S f t . ^ ^ H " ^ f e p ^ ^ i • ' pase 3 ' ••• ;: i - ^ i S
^'^^^:^H^M •/ • _ .- ,- .-•. •• - -4MM.
?-f^*0-^^^^^K v-|!|l*j,"":;•'-•';•.•|'-:v>:; .:•.•.,• •••*w<*i*—' ."" '"""" ' ''''''''"''^'~^'j-^i*''«?*&-&xw+w . . • - . - • • •• / / . . • •. •" 1: . ' - . ; ! ; , f^ : : : ' x ; ; i .

l ^ i ^ l k / ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ K . . > ; H ^ ; f e ; r ' ; S r ' ' ' : - ' ^ \ > ' : ' . i : ' - > •' • ' . • ' " ' • •• • •••• ' • ' , • • . ' • • '•• • • ' • ••:""; .••"' •'"•'•;•'•••' ; . ^ ? f e : ; H

tt^.J^^^H ; i | ^ f ; ^ : ; v v ' • . -: •" ..• ' •" ' • r •••' . • . ; , • • " : . ' •.:.-: ; : ^ P ^ A : -

l | ! | f e ^ ^ B ^ » :^lifi^,- :;;- ' ' r.:«-- * ' . . • ..•• ' "•'• ,. ' • • > • ' . ' - ' - , ••.•'•••• : ^ 4 ^ " S ^ - ^

^M^C^^^^m 30£^-f';.''"'" •"•. ' ' ' • . " , . , . ;.'! •••* • . " ' • ' • • . ' . " » : . - S $ & i >
?^^^r^^^^^fc^'^-"v--;- • - ' ' • • ' " • • • • • • • • • . • , . ' • • • • • . . . • ••/•'• .> • : ; : ; U ^ I ^ V

© i t ^ w i i ^ ; 1 ^ - ^ ;. '.- • • • •.. • • - , . . • ° / • • - , "•;• . . ' - . . - • • • . . . , ; / ; ! : ' ^ . ; c ^ W M l
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< ^ 9 ^ ^ ^ B #;ii î:v-••'• M right; '". •;":;::\
j^^^^^B- ' •• I (b) The amount of water, rate and volume included in the i <~
l^K^M, ' • $ r i g h t ; j . •
^^^^^H| :K, 1 (c) The date of priority of the right; t
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H 4^V 1 (ci) The purpose for which the water included in the right1 ^^H^B "H i is use°'# ' ^

', ^ H ^ ^ ^ K , fy .» - (e) The place of use and a description of the land, if any
^^^^^•' ":'vj/. ;> I to which the right is appurtenant;
<^^^^^B ".''"'',' 1 (f) The source of water included in the right; !

~* ?~ ̂ ^ H B ;;l -i ; 1 *9* The P l a c e an<3 means of diversion; j
__̂_J_i__ * ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^** • 1 *h* The i n c l U Bi v e dates during which the water is used each j

Hfs"" ~"^^^^^B' w * r ? v ; *"^~l " 'year;'; '•" " :"" •• •• - - - -• r -
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ; }%|£-;̂ \ r I (i) Any other information necessary to fully define the

c " ̂  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ E ^:-;M••'•••' 1 nature and extent of the vright.

*"'V/' ^ ^ ^ ^ H 3iC5?S-:;"^ 1" ' • ' 6# Multiple Uses of a Water Right
'" X ^^^^Hf'l^fe^^' V ' • I ' Usually, a water right is decreed and the uses of the right • ̂ //;,^;%t

^jj, '^^^^^B-!^^^||feV^.w are noted. In this general adjudication, the claimants filed ^\'.:r\:-^':?L

^ I * i ^ . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ K • - ^ ^ ^ S ; | ^ : ' • - separate claims for each use of the water right. Special claim ' -:x^ '$H

uju^Sl l^^^^^l^ -^^^^^£IL '••••• forms'were used for irrigation, stockwatering, domestic use and •'.'i'-\-!\^0

flM$l I^^^^V ̂ BWKf••' ; a catch-all form, for all other uses. As a result of this .unique , •:,"• ̂ §>:;#;

!"lJxM̂  <1^^^^^K:'^^fe|l^:'::;;;:1, . ' filing, each use of a water right will be decreed separately. U/.v\>:;;,-;?|>''

jirfM? ̂ I ^ ^ ^ ^ H "^^^^^fe ! T* ' Therefore, a water right might be represented by two or more. .'̂ ;'"v̂ <£'j

^ * ^ ^ B î̂ plSfe- decreed uses. l! •. -̂"v%&
^ ^ K ^^^^^^B,-'^fef^fe;H; ;< r . ' A remark notation of the multiple use of a water .right t •••}:,:.;*^$j^

^SS '̂ ^̂ B̂ ̂^̂ K̂ S'̂ -- ••- appears in the .following instances: . -KSB8f$
•"̂ f̂e ' ! ^ ^ ^ H : 'SH^KfP^' 1# When^er an irrigation and an "Other Use" are for the ' ; fe||

^^R ^^^Hf ^BP^^S" ' () •' 2* whenever a water r i 9 h t has tw0 °r more "Other Uses." •V.l^ffp
^^M; ̂ ^̂ B̂''.SB̂ If̂ 1 '., In all cases where any multiple use of a right occurs, the ,' - • ' :i?:f^||^

)" LHJ|MI''^^^B ,i ^i^ i, i —--^--coinbined-™fl-ow-rate-and-vol-ume-cannot--exceed"the-or-igina-L- — --;--—-7̂ ,̂

v ^ ^ ^ P ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B •^^P^Bifitt; „. • . appropriation. The use pf the right for several purposes does ;.' ; |g^p|
rf^^^'.^^B^B^^^^^^plfi^ not increase the extent of the right, rather it decrees the i ';̂ ;:̂ l||g

*4U.1f "^I^^^K P^|S:|SI?!' . right to alternate and interchange the use (purpose) of the ' • *•: '^y^'^-y

i w B B i p f e ' - 4 ' - - - - ' ' : - . N ' " • • • , • • • • • ; •.••• . • ' . / • v ••' ;- • • - • •• '.• -\-r*&w&*.



W ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B :;/7̂ "̂ .̂ ..,.' ' . ••.. ':•--:• • ~ r - - - ; - - l ^ ^ ^ ^ k

I'^^^H) f ?' water in accord with historic practices. f̂e w ^ H

•I^^^H' ;:;::^ -T. : ' 7. Source Name ;; ;-p:.;;v:|;; ^ ^ H

R ^ ^ ^ ^ K •'''"'''• ! Although some sources of surface vater in the Little Beaver- ; :|f ̂ ^ H

I'^^^^B ; Creek Basin were claimed under several names, the source is T^ np ^ ^ ^ H

I ' ^ ^ ^ H . ::^->0j^^~\-~~~-~•—• -generally ••designated- in" the Decree'by ••the'"name"listed'""in""eh(Er"••••--•---•--•••"~-~p^-~'--^^^^j^^H

I ^ ^ ^ K '^^Si^;%':' • United,States Geological Survey. If the source has* not been '• , : ••••' _ -i^i^W^^ ^^M

• f ^ ^ ^ v •;^^^';;:i:'- • ..designated by the U.S.G.S., the source name-of most common ;r %^,|;i;;y|%^ i ^ ^ |

|i^BH^":i^l|',3^;;.. : ' recognition in the locality has been used. .' /: '^OTL|i©^l ̂ ^ |

I ^ ^ ^ H f^lf^:*;- •• ' ' Commonly recognized reservoir and lake "names will appear as , '-•*.•!'̂ •;;̂ |;-̂ |̂ li||| v^^H

R ^ ^ ^ ^ H :^d0^li:t^' '' • sbuWe names. ThoB-s lakes and reservoirs that have no commonly '. ,;/:. y^jJM?:%$$d ]^^M

K ^ ^ ^ H ' •'̂ f̂el'ftf̂ ' ' •.' recognized name are generally decreed under the.-name of the • :':, ••" \:iM'^,0li^M: ] ^ ^ |

ljfl^H|^ WW""^" ~" •"'̂•""""•"Outflowing" etream.' "The 6ource~na!ne "index", of tRe Temporary " "~ ^ ̂ .JW^W^^: >^^|

i'^^^K ̂ S^ i > Preliminary Decree cross-indexes any such source names for easy/,,..,' ;' ';•'••' •>-S?¥|fiS^^.''^^B

f^^H ^piS « access. ' " ,. ... . . ' - ' .)•• J | ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H
I^^^^B k^\ '"̂  When more than one source is claimed for a water right, the < ' • '"''^'^tME^S^ 9 ^ 1

• ̂ ^^Hh< l^p^" Court determines the major source and lists that source in the ' ;;iv://iy|wfl
:;^BB

I^^^H ^^W^ • '•.- Decree« If more- tnan °"e source is determined to be major, a '• : • ':-:0-f^0j^^ ~^^|

I^^^H' ̂ ^&^P '• sePa^ate claim is made'for the claimant.1 ' . : ;,-^p;r!!|^^ l̂
: ̂ ^ |

I ^ ^ H j ^ 6 ^ • • ' 8* Priority Date ' ;.•':.•".• S l S S ^ ^ H / ^ B
•^^^•. SCSIvJ • The priority date claimed is recognized as prima facie and ' " •,,: -^J^^^^m: - ^ H

B^^^K ̂ ^̂ 6̂l B0 decreed except where.it is incomplete; or it would result in i M S I I ^ ^ ^ K ^ ^ B

B ^ ^ ^ H 3 ^^^^f{ a clearly erroneous interpretation of the law; or the claim's ' -•' 'r:';'';':i|i§ ,^^|

B^^^^ft';S|||^f;S' ' supporting-documentation contradicts"the claimed priority date. V-'^M$>;$$%§$$•• ̂ ^ H

B^^^B ^M$it" '•' ' Priorifcy dates were decreed in accord with the following: . Jfcffi' -SS^^ 1 ~ ^ H
ll^^^^fl' '^g/;* 1 '' Where a claimed priority date included only a year,' or a • /: ̂ 'Ml^ ̂ ^ B

I ^ B mw* ' •• ' ' pa9e 6 • .^PP^| . -™
I^H ^̂  ^ ' ' • • li^ilfiJi
fl^^^^^^V j , ^ »,t H5Bia>4ttKM<*t** î>.»W(ir̂ .VM»M-»'>1- -*—*'*!«..M"... •>-•- u v •» - ..•, .,,,, ,,^ ... .. . I , ' t--' • •••'}'/~ :r!:. vj-. ^ ^ ^ ^ B

I ^ ^ ^ ^ H w ,̂ I - ' ' : ' > «-J ,• :•.,,, ^ ^ ^ H
B B ^ ^ H 2 wvr '- ^ • ' . ' • ' . , . , '••• •••• -vv.^ ^ ^ B

! • • ^. c ' - • - ' - '. •" ^H
• . B K B B B V i v i •* • •• • ' . . . •"•",•;;• I B W f l

iB^Rcii,:^ • • ••'.-'•••,..• .. •" • .-• .••f' ",•• • . •••• • - - ^ i - ^ ^ i S l ^ H
• ^ ^ • ^ ^ • v . • - - • . •• , • • I • . . - • •••• > : : • , • ^ J
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:$M: J ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ T 'JJiSiK̂'- ''"'-'i£&0P* ^\^ ̂ "^ • ' . . _ • • " $ j H

.£••'-'_•'.. ̂ * - < ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H .'.'..'Vi .:.-;v '••-'••' • * v ̂ |

PT^B. " l
 year ana a ,cnth, the last day of the yea, and the last day of j ^

^ ^ H the month are decreed as the priority date. ! 1

If ̂ ^M Priority dates for yroundwater rights after 1961 are ; •

S? ̂ ^H reviewed for compliance with the Groundwater Act. Priority •

If^H 1 dates are not changed if it appeared that the wrong form had

f̂p̂ f '^^^^^^B« ^ \ ' been used. ': ."'
H ^H i« a c l a i . to groundwater after 1961 i s baBea oh use, the ,.

^ ^M +'-•' \ priori*, aate is aec.eea as the aate of filing the . U i . to the ,

^ ^^^H' ^" j existing tight. , : :

Jl ^^^B *-*'' \ 9- " ' R a t i o n | •
If ^ ^ H '̂ 3\ irrigation is a beneficial use of water. ! - '

|i^M' ^ - ' - - ^ - - - - — j j S S i S i ; - in this general adjudication under Chapter 697, _| ^ _ ; |

^ ^ • [ ? f " - ' • • : x - c e s 8 l o n „ . . 1979, «o» rates are decreed in gallons per *inute 1 : , ^ ^ . 1

P ^ H IBi-^; •• (gp», or in cubic feet per second (cfs) instead of the ^ ^ A
l^BiPir • traditional miner's inches. Eleven gp* is eouivaUnt to one r l

S^H' itjif * » i»« • E inchi f oity miner"8 lncheB is e9Uivalent to one c • - S i 1
S * ^ ^ ^ | ;itSl|i!tfii| . foot per second. * \ S1 '~v<ir -fl

^^H^^:;i IHE FLOW •*"0F m PREVIODSLY DECREED MMER *™Z T T B E i ^ ' W ^ l l
fiE ^ ^ ^ B ' ^feSfilli j • •• • ORIGINAL MJODICMION. :':v.-,;-£.fe j

^^H^^ptl • .' WES DIPFEREBT CLAlKMiTS CLMKED WATER " ^ I I N T S " i"iiij
K ^ ^ B ^ S S l l "'"^"^SESD^^T^^E^DOEOS^OEISSK ÎESTERED-ON-EReH- — J - ^ ^ 1
- ' ̂ H llflitf • DECREE ^OTXKS THOSE PECREED OSES OP THE E ^ L ^ DECREED RIGHT. :;,,; ^ - , 1
It ̂ m » : Plow rates based on a -filed notice of appropriation" or .., .

3| ̂ ••Ifti^^;- "use- right shall not exceed a reasonable applxcatxon rate. A,.. . . .

» ^ ^ ^ R : ^ ^ i ; l : 2 ! ; : : • • - • • . P a g e 7 . . . , . , . . ;

i p ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ H ' •iPfe^^y^::.•••.•' • •• •:•'•/: :•• 4

'- l^^M *;p^^ : ;: -vj ... ' f|

" t e 1 ^ ^ ^ ! : .Ife-'' -..': «•' :- s * • . .' • . B
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